
This Week In Sunday School 11.8.20 - Joshua 

 
Happy Sunday, Friends, 
 
This week we dive into the story of Joshua.  
 
The book of Joshua is the 6th book in the bible in the Old Testament.  If battles, strategy and 
conquering new lands is your thing, the book of Joshua is for you. Truthfully,  I'm not a huge fan 
of battles , strategy, and conquering.  But we soldier on.... 
 
To fully get Joshua you need BACKSTORY.  Sure, on its own Joshua is exciting: strong and 
courageous leader, spies, lots of battles, the Lord's army, unlikely allies, conquering and 
dividing lands, etc etc etc.  What does it all mean?  What's the significance?  For this, 
BACKSTORY. 
 
There is more backstory in this lesson than actual Joshua content. You will go through the 
history of the Israelites through the first 5 books of the Bible. It's a lot. But it's so important for 
understanding the significance of what happens in Joshua.  The Israelites had 500 years filled 
with faithfulness and doubt, punishment and forgiveness, slavery and freedom, wandering and 
hunger and hard living and still they kept going! I can imagine around year 250 of still unfulfilled 
promises they wanted to give it all up.  But something made them keep going despite unlikely 
odds and a promise made generations ago that didn't look at all likely.  (hint: it's God and faith).  
 
For me learning this backstory made the victory of the Israelites in their promised land that much 
more victorious. And knowing, through all their struggle and turmoil, that God was with them the 
entire time, fulfilling his promise. 
 
Finally Friends, backstory is so important because it gives us context. Context helps us 
understand the whole story and give it real meaning.  All of us have a backstory, a present and 
a future.  And God is with us the entire time. 
 
I hope you know how much you are loved and missed!  We can't wait to be back at church soon.  
 
Take Care, 
Gabrielle Heimerling 
Director, Youth and Family Services 



FPC Haddonfield 


